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for the scandal he has brought his people; so that,
if God grants him a renewal of health, he will
devote himself to a life of penitence and the
-ipport of religion and the relief of his people's

afferings."

A silence greeted these words; overcoming his
weakness the king added: "I \vould have liked to
have had the strength to say it myself." Then he
whispered to Adelaide who was beside him:
"I don't feel any better or any calmer/'

The Due de Croy notes in his Journal: "Louis XV
during his illness has shown a courage both heroic
and simple, gentle and unassuming. Now at last
is perfect Christian resignation joined to calm and
tranquillity, and all that indicates nobility of soul."

He retained consciousness, and patiently accepted
the torments and sufferings of his malady, offering
them up in remission of his faults.

On 9th, between eleven and twelve at night,
the king was given extreme unction; and there
was no hope left in the hearts of the princesses,
who had watched by their father's bedside with
an endurance and disregard of infection and a
heroism really deserving of the greatest praise.

Round the barred gates of Versailles there
pressed a crown of curious sight-seers, hoping for
news and commenting on the day's happenings;
no regret, no sympathy and no compassion
accompanied the last hours of the Beloved.

In the churches no-one attended the forty hours
of prayer; everyone was totally indifferent to the
passing of Louis XV; there -was even some undis-
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